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The development of the dispute between Britain and Iceland
over fisheries and its impact on NATO (1952-1961)

Abstract:

Relations between Iceland and Britain witnessed
several disputes over fisheries in the North Atlantic Ocean,
the most important of which was the conflict that occurred
between (1952 — 1961), and had a clear impact on NATO.
The year 1952 was chosen as the year in which Iceland
issued a decision to expand the scope of the fisheries
borders to a distance of four nautical miles, while 1961 was
the year in which an agreement was concluded between the
two countries that included Britain’s acceptance of Iceland
extending the fisheries borders to 12 miles, in exchange for
obtaining the rights Temporary fishing within 12 miles.

The importance of the research is due to the attempt
to uncover the first building block of the Anglo-Icelandic
fisheries dispute and its impact on NATO. The research
aims to monitor the development of this conflict between
two friends in NATO, and analyze its impact on it and on
the countries concerned with this conflict.

The research problem focuses on studying the
development of the British-Icelandic fisheries dispute and
its impact on NATO (1952-1961), by identifying the
importance of the fishing sector in the Icelandic economy,
what steps Iceland took to exploit its fisheries? What was
Britain's position on Iceland's efforts to extend its territorial
waters? The extent of the conflict's impact on the internal
situation in Iceland? And on Icelandic-Soviet relations
during the Cold War? To what extent was the British
government prepared to go in its actions against a NATO
ally in light of the Icelandic threat to withdraw from it?
What are the international efforts to resolve the crisis
between the two countries?

Keywords: Britain, Iceland, Fisheries, NATO.
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(1) F.O., 800/797, Iceland. (1953-1955), ICE/53/155/2, Public
Record(s), Icelandic fisheries dispute, February 18, 1955, p.13.
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(13) Bennett, Oliver, Icy fishing: UK and Iceland fish stock disputes,
House of Commons Library, last update, 19 December, 2012. p. 2.

https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/sn06511/
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(20) Gudmundsson, Gudmundur J., The Cod and the cold war,
Scandinavian Journal of History, 2006, p. 98.

(21) Bennett, Oliver, Icy fishing: Op. Cit., p.1.
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