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Abstract:

The present paper tackles Canada's position on the Congo crisis
over the period 1960 to 1964. This period marked Canada's
participation in the United Nations Operation in the Congo for ending
the crisis that began with the Katanga province declaring its secession
from the Congo with the Belgian support in July 1960. The study
investigates the development of Canada’s position on the crisis during
that period by using the historical research method, and it draws
heavily on Canadian and other documents. It revealed that the
Canadian position did not remain unchanged throughout the crisis
period. More specifically, Canada initially hesitated to interfere, but
after considering the consequences of non- intervention, it joined the
United Nations operation which aimed to Restoring stability in the
Congo and withdraw the Belgian troops. Canada then adopted
neutrality by its intervention in the crisis; where it attempted to
achieve a balance between the United Nations and Belgium, its ally in
the NATO. However, as a result of pressure from the Soviet Union
and other countries on the United Nations to end the crisis after it
became more severe, Canada's position changed to support the United
Nations by all means available. Despite this, the United Nations did
not succeed in ending the crisis, so the Canadian position changed to
adopt diplomacy as another direction through which the crisis can be
ended. It supported U Thant’s plan for national reconciliation that
succeeded in ending the secession of Katanga in January 1693. But
soon this situation changed in April of the same year and Canada no
longer cared about the crisis as before, particularly after the Liberal
Party came to power. Its position continued in this manner until its
intervention in the Congo ended with the end of the United Nations
operation in 1964.

Key words: the Congo crisis, United Nations operation, Green’s Plan,
Patrice Lumumba Government, Cyrille Adoula Government, U

Thant’s plan.
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