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The Administrative and Scientific Role of Bani Hadid
Family in Alexandria During the Ministerial
Influence(466-567 AH / 1074-1171 AD)

Abstract:

Due to its strategic location as a military and commercial port,
along with its proximity to Morocco—the original homeland of the
Fatimids—Alexandria played a significant role in the political events
of Egypt during the Fatimid era, particularly in the second half of the
5th century AH. During the rule of Caliph Al-Mustansir Billah (427-
487 AH / 1035-1094 AD), the Fatimid state experienced severe crises,
including natural disasters and famines, which had a detrimental
impact on Egyptian society as a whole. These crises led to unrest and
disturbances, ultimately weakening the authority of the Fatimid state.
As a result, Al-Mustansir Billah sought the assistance of Badr al-
Jamali, the governor of Acre, in 466 AH / 1073 AD.

This intervention triggered significant transformations in the
period, including the weakening of the caliphate’s institutions, the rise
of ministers from military ranks, and accompanying economic, social,
and military changes. These developments shifted the balance of
power, favoring Sunni forces over the Fatimid caliphs. It was in this
context that the Sunni Bani Hadid family emerged as a key player in
Alexandria, taking on a pivotal administrative and scientific role.
Acting as the Fatimids’ right hand in the city, they helped establish
order and stability in support of the Fatimids, restoring a degree of
balance between Alexandria's Sunni populace—known for their Sunni
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fervor—and the Shiite Fatimid caliphate in Cairo.

their interests in Alexandria, ensuring the city's stability and
suppressing potential unrest. Members of the Bani Hadid family rose
to prominence, assuming critical administrative roles such as tax
collection, maintaining security, and preventing disturbances in
support of the Fatimid regime. In addition to their administrative
contributions, the family's scholarly reputation bolstered their political
and administrative influence in Alexandria. This study aims to
examine and highlight these roles in detail.

Keywords: influence - ministers - Alexandria - Bani Hadid -
administrative - judiciary - finance - scientific.
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