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The Greek gods and their spread in the Arabian
Peninsula during the Hellenistic era”

Abstract:

The study examined and analyzed the number of
nineteen Greek deities that appeared in the Arabian Peninsula
during the Hellenistic era. They varied between main and
subsidiary deities that represented multiple symbols, in the
period between the late fourth century and the second century
before the second century AD, and their influence extended
until the Roman era. Their worship was concentrated to include
the coast of the Arabian Gulf in Kuwait, Bahrain, and the
Emirates, and extended to the south of the Arabian Peninsula,
Yemen, and the northern Nabataean, via sea and land routes.
The inscriptions dedicated to these deities varied between
inscriptions of dedications, inscriptions of sacrificial offerings,
and the construction of altars, in the temples dedicated to their
worship, the most famous of which is the large Greek temple on
the island of Failaka, which is supposed to have existed since
the time of Alexander the Great, as well as the small temple,
which dates to the Seleucid period, and was dedicated at the
most. The goddess Artemis-Sotera and the god Apollo. Among
the most important temples is also the Greek temple on Bahrain
Island near the village of Shakhura, which was dedicated to the
god Dioscuri Savior. The study also indicated that there is a
similarity in the roles of some Greek deities with the local Arab
deities, such as the god Apollo, who is similar to the god Baal
“the sun,” the god Dionysus with the god Al-Uzza, the goddess
Artemis with Al-Lat, the goddess of the sky, and Rininkal, the
goddess of the moon, and Aphrodite’s identification with Ishtar
and Atheer.

Key words:

Gods; Greek; Hellenistic; Religious beliefs; The Arabian
Peninsula.
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