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The Judiciary in Baghdad (145-380 AH / 762-990 CE)
In Light of "*Akhbar al-Qudat™ (*)
Abstract:

This research focuses on the judiciary in Baghdad during the
period of 145-380 AH / 762-990 CE, in light of "Akhbar al-Qudat" by
the historian Talha ibn Muhammad ibn Ja'far Al-Shahid Al-Baghdadi
(d. 380 AH). This book is considered one of the most important books
that explore the history of judiciary in Islam. It documents the
personalities of judges, their biographies, appointments, and their
periods of rule in the early Islamic eras.

Although "Akhbar al-Qudat” mainly covers the period of the
early Islamic era, it also contains scenes from the development of the
judiciary after that period. As it relies on narrating events and
incidents related to the lives of judges, it is considered a valuable
source for researchers in various fields.

The study examined the state of judiciary during the first and
second eras of Abbasid rule, which is one of the most important
historical periods in the development of judiciary in Islam. The
Abbasid state witnessed the advancement of the judiciary institution
and its liberation from the authority of the ruler, as well as achieving
justice among people in accordance with Islamic teachings.
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The study also focused on the appointment and dismissal of
judges and discussed a number of famous judges including Abu Yusuf
al-Mufti, Al-Qadi al-Nabhan, who was also a translator, poet, and
philosopher, in addition to Al-Qadi Ahmad ibn Hanbal, who was the
founder of the Hanbali school of thought and played a major role in
developing the judiciary and achieving justice in the second Abbasid
era.

The study adopted a historical methodology based on historical
sources and specifically "Akhbar al-Qudat”, in order to uncover the
reality of this book, given its scarce resources and limited sources that
discussed it.

Keywords: Baghdadi - Abbasid state - Hanbali school.
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