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A Certification Document of the Sharecropping
of St. Catherine Monastery in the Bahri Mamlik Period
(Muharam 15, 665 AH./ October 26, 1260 AD.)

“Studying, Publication, and Commentary”

Abstract:

This paper is a study of a new document, i.e., a certification (Ishad)
document of the sharecropping (filahah) of St. Catherine Monastery
in the Bahr1 Mamlik period dated (Muharam 15, 665 AH./ October
26, 1260 AD.) that has not been published or studied yet. This
document is significant, because it bridges the gap between the
historical writings on the sharecropping of palm trees, which were
limited to the texts of the sharecropping books. Furthermore, it is an
applied model of the theoretical texts on the sharecropping of palm
trees in the books of the science of conditions (‘7/m Shuriit) and shows
an aspect of the economic activity of the monks of St. Catherine
Monastery. Because of its nature, the study comprised four main
sections highlighting the ownership of palm trees by the monks of St.
Catherine Monastery and introduced watering for a share of crops
(Musaqah) based on the books of the science of conditions, such as
watering, pollination, taking care of, harvesting, and other issues of
palm trees. Moreover, it analyzes the text of the certification
document and defines the strict conditions set by monks for those
sharecropping the palm trees of the monk, indexes the document in
terms of form and content, and publishes and comments on its text.

Keywords: Certification (Ishad) document- sharecropping(filahah)-
Musaqah- Palm trees- St. Catherine Monastery- Mamlik period
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Aziz Suryal Atiya: The Arabic manuscripts of Mount Sinai: a
hand-list of the Arabic manuscripts and scrolls microfilmed at the
Library of the Monastery of St. Catherine, Mount Sinai, The Johns
Hopkins Press, Baltimore, 1957, pp.26-80 ; Murad Kamil:

Catalogue of all manuscripts in the Monastery of St. Catherine on
Mount Sinai,Harrassowitz, Wiesbaden, 1970, pp.162-202.
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