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Abstract:

This research deals with the daily life of the Egyptians under
the Ptolemaic Macedoian occupation and their sufferings and
marginalization and the exploitation of the wealthes of their country
on the one hand, and the reactions' reactions against this quite unjust
situation on the other.

The research begins with an introduction displaying the image
of ancient Egypt and Egyptians in the classical sources. These sources
praise and highly appreciate the excellence and pioneership of the
Egyptians in several sciences and fields of knowledge. They also
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focus on the legendary wealth of Egypt, the generosity of its rulers,
and the tolerance of its people with the foreigners.

Then the research goes on to demonstrate the conquest of
Egypt by Alexander the Great which was then under the Persian rule.
Alexander proclaimed that he was not a conquerer, but rather a
liberator and savior of Egypt from the abominable Persian occupation.
He also propagated that he reveres and highly appreciates the
Egyptian gods and religion. The Egyptians believed and admired such
untrue propaganda of Alexander. He almost used such propaganda as
a political tool to win the favor of the Egyptians. As a matter of fact,
however , he proved to be otherwise. Before his departure to continue
his successful campaign against the Persians , he planned that the
actual government of Egypt and its key strategic positions be managed
by Macedonians and Greeks , and marginalized the Egyptians in
minor administrative posts.

From the beginning of the Ptolemaic rule in Egypt the
Ptolemies explicitly adopted this sort of pragmatic exploitation of the
Egyptian resources and marginalization of the Egyptians. The
Ptolemaic kings intentionally excluded the Egyptians from the
Ptolemaic army through most of the first century of their rule in
Egypt. They relied mainly on the Greek mercenaries and granted them
large allotments of agricultural land which were almost tilled by
Egyptian cultivators , side by side with the royal land. On the
administrative and economic level , the Egyptians were mere tools of
production and constituted the lowest class in the society, with very
few exceptions. As regards the psychological element, those Greek
and Macedoian foreigners almost treated the Egyptians with
haughtiness and superiority in Alexandria and the countryside, as is
clearly displayed in some evidence from the literary sources and
papyrological documents. Against this clear marginalization, contmpt
and arrogance in dealing with the Egyptians, the research presents -
all through the Ptolemaic period and in chronological order - the
Egyptians' reactions towards the above-mentioned phenomena. Such
reactions were embodied in various forms of resistance and struggle -
individually or collectively - in order to weaken or humiliate the
arrogant behavior of such foreigners on the one hand, and then- in a
later phase which started immediately after the Ptolemaic triumph
over the Seleucids in the battle of Raphia in 217 B.C. , in which the
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Egyptian troops a great role- rebellion and even revolution against the
Ptolemaic rule to get rid of their occupation on the other hand , by
resorting to all means of armed struggle and passive resistance.

Key words:

Egypt in the classical sources - Alexander the Great in Egypt-
the treatment of the Ptolemies towards the Egyptians - the Greek
arrogance and conciet - marginalization of the Egyptians - resistance
and struggle of the Egyptians.
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