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Abstract:
The Foreign Oil Companies in Libya

and the Cancellation of Federal Regime (1956-1963)

The Federal system in Libya carried within it the factors of its
failure, despite its sanction and activation, it was not accepted by all,
as the opponents consider it as a project planned by Imperialistic
power to divide Libya into three countries. As time passes these
voices were raised to overthrow this regime considering it full of
defects such as; lack of coordination, conflict of jurisdiction, high
financial cost and the preference of personal and tribal considerations.

Soon this regime faced great pressures from the foreign companies
in Libya, especially after starting exploration in 1956. These pressures
increased after their existence widened and their position grow after
discovering oil in country in 1959, as it looked to the restrictions made
by the Federal regime on their activities as hindrance for achieving
their goals. So, the downfall of this regime became one of their
priorities in Libya. They used different techniques to achieve this,
some was connected by them, some by the Libyan political position
and those who control it and some by outer factors till the Federal
regime was overthrown in April 1963.

Keywords: Libya, oil companies, USA, Britain, federal system.
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to Foreign Office, May16, 1957.
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University, 1998, PP.50-51.
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44- F.0, 371, Confidential, From British Embassy in Libya, To Foreign Office,

Meeting between the Libyan Government and Foreign Companies, 30 Dec,
1959.

45 - F.0, 371, Confidential, From J.H.A, Watson to Foreign Office, Note on
Libyan Petroleum Concessions, June 5, 1957.

46 - F.0,371, Confidential,From Walter Graham to British Embassy in Libya,
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49 - F.0, 371, Confidential, From British Embassy in Libya, To Foreign Office,

Meeting between the Libyan Government and Foreign Companies, 30 Dec,
1959.

50 - Ibid.
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52 -F.0, 371, N.O 51, Confidential, From D.M.H.Riches to Foreign Office ,Libya
Implications of the Discovery of Oil , Benghazi, Libya, June 5, 1959.
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54 - F.0,371, Confidential, From British Embassy in Libya,To Foreign Office ,

Meeting between the Libyan Government and Foreign Companies, 30 Dec,
1959.
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Tripoli, February 17, 1958.
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70 -F.0, 371, Confidential, From R. S. Scrivener to British Embassy in Libya, B.P

Pipeline Terminal AT Tobruk, May 3, 1963 .
AN aa @l aapall s paiiall Sl jads = VY
Yovsa (Gl anpall 1558 ama = VY

73 - Dirk Vandewalle: A History of Modern Libya, second Edition, Cambridge,
university press, 2012, PP.62-63.
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