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Abstract :

The Byzantine Empire created a set of obstacles that hindered
marriage to some groups within Byzantine society, And of those groups
are relatives; Kinship in Christianity was an obstacle to marriage. This
research highlighted the barriers to marriage of relatives in the
Byzantine Empire, And the extent of the commitment of the Byzantine
emperors themselves to those laws enacted by the state regarding the
prohibition of this marriage. The study found a set of results, the most
prominent of which are: That the prohibition of consanguineous
marriage in Byzantium reached the seventh degree in blood relations
and intermarriage, It also clarified the penalties imposed by the Empire
and the Church on consanguineous marriage. The empire imposed
penalties ranging from execution, exile, and confiscation of property
and flogging, while the church imposed penalties that ranged from
dissolution of marriage, expulsion from the church and removal from
priestly positions.

Key words: Inbreeding - Byzantine Empire - Church laws - Civil
laws - Illegal marriage.
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(2) Constance B. Bouchard, Consanguinity and Noble Marriages in the Tenth

and Eleventh Centuries, in M.A.A., Vol. 56, No. 2, 1981, (pp. 268-287),
p.269.
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(5) Elizabeth Archibald, Incest and the Medieval Imagination, Clarendon
Press, Oxford,2001, p.30.
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(6) The Digest of Justinian ,4vols., trans. Alan Watson, University of

Pennsylvania Press, 1998, vol. 1, p.20.
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(7) The Digest of Justinian, vol. 1, p.22.
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Constantin G. Pitsakis, Législation et stratégies matrimoniales : Parenté et

empéchements de mariage dans le droit byzantin , L'Homme, No. 154/155,
(Apr. - Sep., 2000), (pp. 677-696), p.677.

(11) Zmopog N. Tpoidvog, Tomor epmtikiig «emkowvaviagy otig fulavivég

voukég mnyég, in Ilpoktikd tov B' AteBvodg Xvumociov Ivotitovto
Bvlavtivov 'H  emxowovio. otov Bvlavtivé kdéopo ,ed. N T
MooyovacAdnva, 1993, (pp. 237- 273),p. 249; Constantin G. Pitsakis,
Législation et stratégies, p.680.
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(13) Ecloga Das Gesetzbuch Leons III Und Konstantinos V, trans. L.
Burgmann, in F.Z.B.R., vol.10, Frankfurt, 1983, p.171.
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(14) The Procheiros Nomos Published By The Emperor Basil 1 At
Constantinople Between 867 and 879 A.D, trans. E.H. Freshfield,
Cambridge University Press, 1928, p. 70.
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Digesta Justiniani Augusti ,2vols.,ed. Theodor Mommsen, Berolini, 1870, vol.
1, p. 668; The Digest of Justinian , vol. 2, p.210.

(16) Procheiros nomos, p. 71.

— YA4 -




il sl (B 881 ol il

XY e eOlliuga Agae (1Y)
The Digest of Justinian , vol. 2, pp.202, 206.
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(18) Ecloga, p.171.
(19) Procheiros nomos, p. 71
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Cf. also, Jos Zhishman, Das Eherecht Der Orientalischen Kirche, Wien,
1864,p.230.
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(22) Constantin G. Pitsakis, Législation et stratégies, p.683.
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(25)Theodosian code and Novels and the Sirmondian Constitutions, trans.

Clyde Pharr,Greenwood Press, New York, p. 74.
Cf. also, Jos Zhishman, Das Eherecht,p.232
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The Digest of Justinian , vol. 2, pp.201, 207, 210.
(27) Ecloga, p.171.

(28) Procheiros nomos, p. 70.
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Cf. also, Jos Zhishman, Das Eherecht,p.233.
(30) Procheiros nomos, p. 70.
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The Institutes of Justinian, trans. Thomas Sandars, 3rd , London, 1865,p.107.
(32) Theodosian code, pp. 74-5.
Cf. also, Jos Zhishman, Das Eherecht,p.235.
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The Institutes of Justinian,p.107.
Cf. also, Jos Zhishman, Das Eherecht p.236.
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(34) The Seven Ecumenical Councils of The Undivided Church, in Select

Library of The Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of The Christian Church,
14 vols., trans. Percival H., ed.Schaff. P., Wace.H, Oregon, 1996, vol.
14,p. 928.
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Cf.also, Constantin G. Pitsakis, Législation et stratégies, pp.680-81; John

Meyendorff, Marriage: an Orthodox Perspective, St Vladimir's Seminary
Press, New York, 2000, p. 48.
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(35) Constantin G. Pitsakis, Législation et stratégies, p.682.

(36) Ecloga,p.171; Procheiros nomos, p. 70.

Cf. also, Constantin G. Pitsakis, Législation et stratégies, p.682; Constance
B. Bouchard, Consanguinity and Noble, p.269.

(37) The Digest of Justinian , vol. 2, p.204.
Cf. also, Jos Zhishman, Das Eherecht,pp.237-38.
(38) Ecloga,p.171.

Cf.also, Jos Zhishman, Das Eherecht,p.238; Constantin G. Pitsakis,
Législation et stratégies, p.682.

(39) Procheiros nomos, pp. 70, 156..
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(41) Les Regestes des actes du patriarcat de Constantinople: Les actes des

patriarches, Les Regestes De715 A1043, ed. Grumel, Paris, 1936, vol.1,
fasc. 2,p.234.

Cf. also, Michael Angold, Church and Society in Byzantium Under the
Comneni, 1081 -1261, 2nd, Cambridge University Press, 2000, p.405.

(42) Constantin G. Pitsakis, Législation et stratégies, p.683; EhevOepia
[Tomaywavvn and others , lotopia Awaiov,Zoypdeov, 2015,p. 158.
(43) Niketas, O City of Byzantium , Annals of Niketas Choniates , tr. H.
Magoulias ,Wayne State University Press, Michigan, 1984 ,pp.145-46.
(44) The Digest of Justinian , vol. 3, p.252.
Cf.also, Jos Zhishman, Das Ellegcg(}‘t,m).237—38.
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(45) Jos Zhishman, Das Eherecht, p.242.

(46) Frederick Lauritzen, "The Synods of Alexios Studites (1025-1043)", in

The Patriarchate of Constantinople in Context and Comparison
Proceedings of the International Conference Vienna, September 12th—15th
012, ed. C. Gastgeber and others,Osterreichische Akademie der
Wissenschaften, Wien, 2017, (pp.17-24), pp.19, 21.

(47) Jos Zhishman, Das Eherecht,p.243; Michael Angold, Church and
Society, p.105.

(48) Les Regestes Des Actes Du Patriarcat De Constantinople, Les Regestes

De 1043 A 1206, ed. Grumel, 1947, vol. 1, fasc. 3, pp.123-24 ; Regesten
Der Kaiserurkunden des ostromischen Reiches von 565-1453, 5vols., ed.
Dolger, Verlag C.h. Beck Munchen, Germany, 1995, vol.2,p.250;

Cf. also, Michael Angold, Church and Society, p. 106; Jos Zhishman, Das
Eherecht,p.246; Patricia Karlin-Hayter, Notes on Byzantine Marriage:
Raptus-apmayn or pvnoteion?, in D.O.P., Vol. 46, 1992, (pp. 133-154), p.
134; Anthony Kaldcllis, cabinet of Byzantine curiosities : strange tales and
surprising facts from history's most orthodox empire, Oxford University
Press, 2017, p.10.

(49) Jos Zhishman, Das Eherecht,p.247; Michael Angold, Church and
Society, p. 106; Gilbert Dagron, Emperor and Priest: The Imperial Office
in Byzantium, trans. J. Birrell, Cambridge University Press,
Cambridge,2003, p. 253; EhevOepia [Moamayidvvn and others, lotopia
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