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Abstract: )

The modern European history went through many stages that
helped form its political structure. In spite of the European
Renaissance, the fighting among kingdoms continued, and there was
that constant desire to prey on the property of others. All those
conditions paved the ground and pushed some politicians and thinkers
to search for solutions to help reach a state of sustainable European
peace. The "European Unity", which this study is trying to explain,
was one of those solutions.

Calls for European unity remained confined to Europe's
thinkers not its politicians, when the English thinker "William Ben"
called in his article published in 1693 for "a European peace in the
present and the future through the establishment a European
parliament™ as an attempt from him to save European lives consumed
by war. The same call was echoed by German philosopher "Immanuel

Kant" who wrote an article in 1880 under the title "For A Perpetual
Peace" that was translated into French, in which he called for the
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launching of a unified framework that would include warring
European kingdoms. Those calls were frequently made until they were
translated into political structures that gradually grew till they turned
into the current form known as the European Union.

These political structures went through many stages; the most
important of them was testing the resilience of the current stage, and
then moving to the next stage, or what can be described as “expanding
the EU horizontally by incorporating new countries, and vertically by
establishing new institutions"”. Because the EU was established in its
first days as an inclusive economic entity, the common interest
between Germany and France made it resistant to political betrayals,
or mood swings of leaders, as the case with all political blocks that
don't put the economy into their consideration.

The Organization For European Cooperation (OEC)was

established in 1948, and it was a result of the American Marshall plan
to manage the aid funds directed to help war-torn Europe. Then in
1950 the European Payments Union was established. It included
countries of OEC, and aimed to remove barriers to commercial
operations among member states, by ditching the Dollar and using
barter system among individual countries. later on, the European Coal
and Steel Community was established in 1951, in addition to the
establishment of European Community in 1957, the Customs Union
among European countries in 1968, the establishment of Common
European Market in 1985, and the Maastricht Treaty in 1992 which
created the conditions for the emergence of the EU in its current form
in accordance with the Lisbon Treaty which came into force in 2009.
We can thus say that the EU gained strength by following a gradual-
not a sudden- growth pattern. Furthermore, the EU prioritized
common economic interest, which strengthened the bond among its
members, making it resilient despite all volatilities, as opposed to
similar blocs that were swept away by changes in international
relations.
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