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The Incident of Killing the Chief Monk in the
Monastery of Saint Catherine at the Late Mamluk Era

(in 899 AH / 1494 AD)
A Study in the Light of the Documents Kept in the Monastery Library

Abstract

This research deals with the incident of the killing of the Reverend
(Magqari b. Musallam), the chief monk of the monastery of Tiir Sinai,
in the late Mamluk era (in 899 AH / 1494 AD) by (Muhammad ibn
'‘Abd al-Qadir ibn 'Aliq), one of the sons of the Awlad 'Alf tribe, in the
light of the documents which were kept in the monastery library. This
incident is of a great importance, as it reveals to us the nature of the
relationship between monks and Bedouin tribes and its development
in the AI-Tur region during that period, which witnessed good
relations and cooperation in some periods, and tension and conflict in
others. The killing incident represents a very dangerous development
that has not occurred before in the relations between them. Rather, it is
considered the most violent event between them during the Mamluk
era, which soon ended through reconciliation between them without
the need for the intervention of the ruling authorities. The study deals
with the Killing incident, and reached the exact date in which it
occurred, the motives for commiting it, and the official peaceful
measures were taken by the monks of the monastery to punish the
murderer for his crime against the head of the monastery, by filing a
criminal case against him, and then filing complaints to the ruling
authorities in Cairo which were represented by Sultan Qansth al-
Ghawrt and Prince Tiiman Bay al-dawadar al-kabir, and their official
position regarding this incident as well as to publish the relevant
documents.

KeyWords: The Incident of Killing —Monks —Bedouin -St. Catherine

Monastery — Tir Sinai - Awlad 'Alr "MamlUk period.
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Ernst:Die mamlukischen Sultansurkunden, p.206.
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Francesco Suriano: Treatise on the Holy Land, Translated from (°+)
Italian by T. Bellorini and E. Hoade with a Preface and notes by
B. Bagatti Franciscan Press, 1949, pp.5,187.

Canon Pietro Casola's Pilgrimage to Jerusalem in the Year 1494, (¢))

by Mary Margaret Newett, Manchester At the University Press

1907,pp.345,385- 386.
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Canon Pietro Casola's:

= Pilgrimage to Jerusalem in the Year 1494, by Mary Margaret Newett,
Manchester At the University Press 1907.

Donald S. Richards:

= « St Catherine's Monastery and the Bedouin: Archival Documents of
the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries», In Le Sinai de la conquéte
arabe a nos jours. edited by Mouton, Jean-Michel. Institut francais
d'archéologie orientale, Le Caire,2001.

= Mamluk administrative documents from St. Catherine's monastery,
Peeters,Leuven, 2011.
Francesco Suriano:

= Treatise on the Holy Land, Translated from Italian by T. Bellorini and
E. Hoade with a Preface and notes by B. Bagatti Franciscan Press,
1949,
Hans Ernst:

= Die  mamlukischen Sultansurkunden des Sinai-Klosters, Otto
Harrassowitz, Wiesbaden,1960.
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