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Abstract
The acacia tree and its uses in Egypt during the

Ptolemaic and Roman period

This research deals with the Nile acacia tree, which has many
uses and benefits, and this tree was described by Theophrastus, Pliny
the Elder and the doctor Dioscorides, and its cultivation was spread in
many Egyptian regions such as: Arsinoe, Oxyrhynchus, Thebes and
the Great Oasis, for its multiple uses, it was used in the manufacture
of Ships, furniture, irrigation machines, oil presses, and leather
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tanning, as well as their uses in making prescriptions for treating some
diseases, such as eye diseases. It is worth noting that the papyrus

documents provided us with prices for acacia tree products.
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Theophrastus, Historia Plantarum , 4.2.1.

(2) Theophrastus, Historia Plantarum 4.2.8.
‘Ev Alyomto yap éotv 10w dévopa mheio, 1 te ovkdppuvog kol M Tepéa
KaAOVpUEVT Kai ] Pddavog kai 1 dkovOa kol Etep drTo

(3) Theophrastus, 4.2. 8.
'H 8¢ dkavOo kodeitor pev 610 10 axavOmoeg dOAlov 10 dévopov eivor Ty
Tov otedéyovg kai yap £mi TOV dkpepdvav Kol €ml Tov PAOCTOV Kol £ TOV
GOMOV Exel . peyEDet 08 péya, Kol Yap SMIEKATNYVS €3 a0TNG £PEWLLOS VAN
TEPVETAL O1TTOV 08 TO Yévos oG, 1 HEV yYap &oTt Aguky) Gobevig te Kol
ghonmros. N 0 pélowva ioyvpotépa te Koi gommrog, St 6 kol €v Tdig
voomnyilong ypdvtor mpdg Té Eykoido qUTi. 1O dévdpov 8¢ ovk dyav
0pBoPLEG. 0 8¢ Kapmog EAAoPoc, KaBdmep TMV YESPOT@MV.

(4) Pliny the Elder, Naturalis Historia, 13.63.19.
Nec minus spina celebratur in eadem gente dumtaxat nigra, quoniam
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