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Abstract
The “eisphora” in Greco-Roman Egypt

This paper studies the “eisphora” tax in Ptolemaic and Roman
Egypt through papyri documents dated to both eras. the tax was
known in Classical Greek states, especially, Athenas, during the
classical era and moved to Egypt during the Ptolemaic and Roman
eras. This study focuses on the nature of the eisphora as an
extraordinary tax levied during the Ptolemaic period on the holders of
agricultural lands and, how it was imposed and paid. It also Studies
how it changed during the Roman era from an extraordinary tax to a
regular one imposed regularly, especially on agricultural lands, in
addition to being imposed as an extraordinary tax in some times.

Key words: the Esphora tax, Ptolemaic and Roman Egypt.
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